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THE NAME AND FAMILY OF COVELL

The surname of COVELL is believed by some historians to be corruption of the French Colville, meaning literally “Col’s Estate”, which was first taken as a surname by those who made their homes at Colville, Normandy.  It is possible, however, that in some cases the name was of ancient English origin and derived from the words cofa and health, meaning “Dweller at a Cove or Cave”.  In ancient English and early American records the name appears in the various spellings of Covells, Coval, Covall, Coville, Covill, Covile, Coval, Covell, of which the last is the form most frequently found in America in modern times.

Possibly of Norman descent, William Covell was living in the early sixteenth Century, and before, at Aynderby-in-the-Myre, in Yorkshire, England.  His son, also named William seised of the Manor of Framington, in York, about the year of 1534, being then about thirty years of age.  The last mentioned William was the father of two sons, Thomas and Henry Covell of whom the first left issue by his wife Cecillie of at least three children, John, Thomas and Grace.

Frances Covell, who was in the county of Suffolk England, in the latter half of the sixteenth century, was the father by his wife Margery of Captain Thomas Covell, who was living in London in 1633.  Captain Thomas married Hellena, daughter of William Broadribb, of “Haveringe Parke”, County, Essex about 1629.  To this union were born at least two children, Frances and Thomas.

Among the later records of the name in London are those of Thomas Covell, of all Hallows Barking, Skinner, Bachelor, who married Martha, daughter of Abraham Pococke or Pecocke, in 1610; those of Michael Covell, “Gentlemen”, formerly of West Wickham, County, Kent, who was married in London in 1644 to Judith Blagge.  There was also John Covel or Covell (also recorded as Colvill), who was master of Christs College, Cambridge, in the latter half of the seventeenth century.  This John was born at Horningsheath, County, Suffolk, in 1638 and died in 1722.

Families bearing the name were resident at early dates not only in the Counties of York, Kent, Suffolk and London, but also of Essex and Lancaster, in the latter of which places the names were generally written Covill.

Many of the lines appear to have belonged to the landed and educated classes of Great Britain.

As early as 1637 John Covell came from England to America and settled in Charles River County, Va., Another John Covell was living in lower Norfolk County, Va, in 1641; Nicholas Covell settled in Virginia in 1648; and in 1652 Henry Covell was living in Lancaster County Va., The records of these lines are only fragmentary but it is probably that their descendants are numerous.

Nathaniel Covel (also recorded as Covell, Covil, and Covill), the son of another Nathaniel Covel, of Chelmsford, County, Essex, arrived in Boston, in New England in 1653.  He later removed to Yarmouth, on Cape Cod and was married about 1661 to Sarah Nickerson.  Nathaniel died before 1687, leaving issue of Nathaniel, William, Ephraim, Joseph and a daughter who married Benjamin Phillips before 1700.

Nathaniel Covell, or Covel, son of the immigrant Nathaniel, resided at Eastham, Mass and was married in 1696 or 1697 to Judith Nickerson, probably a cousin.  His children were John, Seth, Simeon, Hannah, Jane, Nathaniel and Elizabeth.

William Covel or Covell, son of the immigrant Nathaniel, removed to Harwich and thence to what is now Wellfleet.  Ephraim and William Coval, Jr. were living in Wellfleet in 1741, and in 1736 Mrs. Joanna Covel died at that place.  It is probable that these were the children and wife of William but the records are not complete.

Ephraim Covel or Covell, son of the immigrant Nathaniel, made his home in Harwich.  He married three times, his first wife being named Mercy, the second being Abigail Dllis,  whom he married in 1729 or 1730, and the third being the Widow Mary Taylor of Chatham whom he married in 1746.  The children of Ephraim were Thankful, Sarah, Mercy and Mary.

Joseph Covel or Covell, son of the immigrant Nathaniel was married about 1700 to Lydia Stuart, who was the daughter named Lydia and died soon afterward.  In 1703 or 1704, Joseph took a second wife, Hannah Bassett of Eastham.  To this union was born at least one son, named James, who married Mehitable Nickerson of Harwich in 1727.  To the last mentioned union were born ten children: Mehitable, Ruth, Drusilla, Hannah (died young), Joseph (died in infancy), another Joseph, another Hannah, James, Constant, and Samuel.  By a second wife the Widow Ruth Kelley whom he married before 1764, James has three children, Ruth, Joshua and Hathan.

Samuel Covil, who was undoubtedly a descendant of the before-mentioned family, was born at Yarmouth, in Barnstable County, Mass., in 1763, the son of Nathaniel and Rebecca (nee Rider) Covill or Covel.  The last-mentioned Nathaniel is called the son of John and Thankful (nee Bangs) Covil or Covel, of Yarmouth.  Samuel was the father by his wife Mary Hollaway of Gracy, Elizabeth, Sylvanus, Allen, Deborah, Samuel Jr., and Rebecca, most of whom were born at Fairfield, in Somerset County, Me.

One John Covell was living at Marblehead, Mass in 1668 but his family records are not available.

Some time before 1688, one Phillip Covell settled in Malden, Mass.  In that year he married Elizabeth Atwood of Malden, by whom he had probably among other children, a daughter named Sarah.

Toward the end of the eighteenth century James Covell, formerly of Savannah, settled in Rose, N.Y., and his children included James, Maranda, Hiram, Seymour, and Charles Covell, Of these, James settled in Virginia; Hiram removed to Ohio; Seymour remained at Rose, N.Y.; and Charles removed to Michigan.

The records of the Covells in America is that of a strong, dynamic, and determined race.  Some of them have been prominent in the Church, in Science, and in professional life generally.

The Revolutionary rolls of the Colonial forces in the last quarter of the eighteenth century included the names of Benjamin, Daniel, Ensign Ephrim, Ebenezer, Edward, Eliphalet Ezra, Henry, Isaac, Jethro, Surgeons Mats John, Hohn Jr. Joseph Jr., Nathaniel Peter, Phillip, Richard, Captain Samuel, Solomon, Ensign Thomas, and William Covel, Covell, Covill or Covil (recorded in many cases under all four forms of the name), of Massachusetts; Thomas and William Covil or Covill of Rhode Island; Samuel Covil of Pennsylvania; and many more from the other states of that period.

William, Thomas, John, Nathaniel, Ephraim, James, Joseph, Samuel, Benjamin, and Charles are among the masculine Christian names more frequently used by the Covells for their progeny.

Of the bearers of the name who have been prominent in America at various times, the following are considered representative:

· James Covell (1796-1845), of Massachusetts and New York, clergyman and author.

· Alanson L. Covell (1804-1837) of New York, clergyman.

· Charles Hathaway Covell (1829-1910) of Massachusetts, clergyman and author.

· Alton Giles Covell (1854) of Pennsylvania and North Dakota, lawyer, legislator and financier.

· Frederick Vernon Covelle (1867-1937) of New York and Washington, botanist.

· Louis Chapin Covell (1875), of Michigan, army officer.

A coat of arms anciently borne by the English family of Covell is described in heraldic terms as follows (Burke, Encyclopedia of Heraldry, 1844, Arms __ “Or, a cheveron between three martlets sable,”

It is also of interest to note that the arms of the Covills of England is described by the same authority as; Arms – “Or a feese gules, in chief three torteaux.”
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William Covell, who was born in Danbury, Conn., June 13, 1768.  The records of his early life are not available, but it is believed that he was the grandson of William Covell Jr. who was living in Wellfleet, Mass., in 1741.

On June 3, 1791, he was united in marriage to Jerusha Hollis, a sister of Lyman Hollis.  The early married life of this couple was spent in Lanesboro, Mass., where several of their older children were born.

In the year of 1806, they removed to the state of New York, with their family and settled in or near Vienna, in Oneida County.

The families of William and Jerusha Covell consisted of then children, born as follows:

· Abigail Covell, the oldest child, was born in Lanesboro, Mass., August 4, 1793.  She married Stephen Gifford on May 10, 1810.  They raised a family of ten children and Abigail Covell Gifford died at Dundee, Michigan on May 8, 1970.  Abigail married Stephen Gifford on May 10, 1810 and to this union nine children were born, as follows:

· Eligh Gifford, born May 30, 1814

· Jerusha Gifford, born July 28, 1817

· Phepe Gifford, born December 15, 1820

· Laura Gifford, born December 15, 1822

· Sara Gifford, born June 25, 1824

· Betsy Gifford, born July 22, 1826

· Mary A. Gifford, born May 6, 1828

· Elisha Gifford, born November 2, 1831

· Lucy A. Gifford, born June 20, 1834

· George W. Covell was born in Lanesboro, Mass., on May 17, 1796.  He moved with his parents to New York state in 1806, and was married on June 11, 1820 to Hannah (last name unknown), who was born April 25, 1800.  About the year of 1835, they moved to the state of Michigan, and settled in Lenawee County, near what is now called Britton.  George W. Covell and Hannah Covell raised a family of eight children.  George W. Covell died at Dundee, Michigan on June 21, 1876 at the age of 80 years.  Hannah, his wife, died November 27, 1872.  George W. and Hannah Covell were married June 11, 1820.  Eight children were born to this union, as follows:

· William Covell, born March 6, 1821.

· John S. Covell, born March 17, 1824

· Margaret Covell, born February 26, 1826

· George Gary Covell, born July 8, 1828

· Daniel Covell, born January 8, 1831

· Annie Covell, born February 19, 1931

· Laura Content Covell, born April 29, 1835

· Sarah Covell, born February 15, 1838

· Clarissa Covell, daughter of William and Jerusha Covell, was born in Lanesboro, Mass., in the year of 1801 and moved to the state of New York in 1806.  She died in Vienna, New York on March 8, 1841 at the age of 40 years.

· William Covell, son of William and Jerusha Covell, was born in Lanseboro, Mass., on February 12, 1803, and with his parents moved to Oneida County, New York, in 1806.  He died in Vienna, New York, April 7, 1863 at the age of 60 years 1 month and 25 days.

· Lucy A. Covell, daughter of William and Jerusha Covell, was born in Lanesboro, Mass., in 1804.  There is no further record of her life until the date of her death at Vienna, New York on February 15, 1839.

· Giles Hollister Covell, son of William and Jerusha Covell, was born in Lanesboro, Mass on July 17, 1805.  He came to the state of New York with his parents in 1806 and he died in Vienna, New York on December 21, 1862 at the age of 57 years, 5 months and 4 days.  Giles H. Covell had at least two children:  

· A son, named Chester Covell, who was born in Oneida County, New York and later moved to Steuben County, Indiana.  Chester Covell returned to the state of New York where he died in about 1935

· A daughter, Katie E. Covell, who married J. R. Brown and who is living at Fayette, Ohio.

· Asel [Asahel] Covell was the son of William and Jerusha Covell.  The date and place of his birth are not known, but with his brother George W. and his sister Sarah Covell Tuttle, he moved to Lenawee County, Michigan, about the year 1835.  There is no further records of his life available.

· Sarah Covell, daughter of William and Jerusha Covell was born in Oneida County, New York.  She was married to a man by the name of Tuttle and they with her two brothers, George W. and Asel, moved to Michigan in 1835. She died in Michigan and is buried near Dundee.

· Jerusha Covell was another daughter of William and Jerusha Covell.

· Lyman Goodrich Covell was born in Vienna, Oneida County, New York on August 25, 1810.  He was the youngest of a family of 10 children.

Jerusha Hollis Covell, the mother of this family and the wife of William Covell, passed away in Oneida County, New York on August 19, 1834 and is buried near Vienna.

William Covell, the husband of Jerusha Hollis Covell, and the father of this family, came to Lenawee County, Michigan, to visit his children and while there he died very suddenly on Sunday morning, July 15th 1850, as he was on his way to attend Sunday school and church.  He died near what was then called Macon, Michigan and what is now called Britton, Michigan.  He was buried in or near Britton Michigan.

Lyman Goodrich Covell, son of William and Jerusha Hollis Covell, was born in Vienna, Oneida County, New York, August 25, 1810.  He was the youngest of a family of ten children.  When he was a small boy he went to live in the home of Dr. Chatfield and for more than three years he made his home there, during which time he received a part of his early education.

When he became a young man he went to Albany, New York, where he was employed in a mercantile establishment for over four years.

On August 19, 1834, his mother Jerusha Hollis Covell, died, in or near Vienna, New York.

Sometime about the year of 1837 or 1838, he came to Lenawee County Michigan to visit his relatives and while there he purchased from Sanford and Lydia House, of Lenawee County, 160 acres of land in section one (1), Pleasant Township, Steuben County, Indiana, for $300.  This deed was executed on February 27, 1839 and was recorded May 22, 1845 in Deed Record #4, Page 307 of the records of Steuben County, Indiana.

On May 13, 1840, he was united in marriage at Monroe (or Monroeville), Huron County, Ohio, to Maria Elizabeth Hollis, his cousin, and on October 10, 1840, they came to Steuben County, Indiana to make their home. 

In the latter part of 1840 or the early part of 1841, they moved to Lima (now Howe), in Lagrange County, Indiana, where Mr. Covell was employed as a school teacher for a couple of years.

Sometime about the year of 1842 or 1843, they returned to their farm in Steuben County, where they lived in Pleasant Township for more than 18 years.  In the year of 1842, they sold forty acres of their farm to Milton J. Bradley for seventy-five ($75) dollars, this deed being executed on March 19, 1842 and recorded April 21, 1843, in deed record #2, page 460, records of Steuben County.  On August 10, 1845, they sold forty acres more of their farm to Henry Rupple for seventy-five ($75) dollars, which deed is recorded in Vol. # 3, page 34 of the deed records of Steuben County.

On October 11, 1858, they traded their eighty acre farm in Pleasant Township to George Smiley for eighty acres of land in Scott Township and in February 1859, they moved with their family to their new home in Scott Township.

Here in Scott Township, Mr. and Mrs. Covell labored to clear and improve their farm and to raise and educate their children.  It was here that they both spent the remainder of their lives.

Mr. and Mrs. Covell were members of Deciple Church and they were always kind and charitable to the needy and distressed, always ready with both time and money to assist any who needed their aid.  Here at the farm home on August 28, 1885, Maria Elizabeth Covell, the wife of Lyman G. Covell, passed away.

In the early years of Pleasant Township, Lyman G. Covell was a school teacher and served his township at least one term as Township Trustee.  He also worked at the carpenter trade in his younger days and was one of the carpenters that erected the Old Mill in Angola in 1868.

After moving to Scott Township, he served several years as Justice of the Peace.  He led an active and useful life until about the year of 1885 when he retired from the active management of his farm and made his home with his son and daughter in law, William S. and Maria E. Covell.

On April 19, 1894, he fell and fractured his hip and for more than three years he was confined to his bed, being cared for by his son and daughter-in-law William S. and Maria E. Covel.

On July 11, 1897, he passed away after completely a good and useful life of 85 years 10 months and 16 days.  He is buried beside his weife and three small children in the Old Cemetery, located in the northwest part of Angola, Indiana. The family of Lyman G. and Maria E. Covell was as follows:

· Jeannette E. Covell, was born in LaGrange, Indian, May 19, 1841.  She died in Pleasant Township, Steuben County, on July 16, 1845 at the tender age of 4 years, 1 month and 27 days.

· Abryam C. Covell, was born in Pleasant Township, October 26? 1843 and died August 6, 1846 at the home in Pleasant Township at the tender age of 2 years, 9 months and 20 days.

· Elizabeth J. Covell, was born in Pleasant Township on January 24, 1846 and received her early education in the common schools of that township.  She was united in marriage at the farm home in Scott Township May 16, 1867, to S. W. Otis, also of Scott Township.  Soon after their marriage, they moved to Butler, Indiana, where they were engaged in the furniture and undertaking business.  After the death of Mr. Otis at Butler on August 2, 1899, Mrs. Otis continued to operate the furniture and undertaking business with the assistance of her niece.  Elizabeth J. Otis died at her home in Butler, Indiana on March 6, 1920 and is buried beside her husband in the cemetery east of Butler, Indiana.  Mr. and Mrs. Otis never had any children of their own but had cared for several children in their home at different times.

· Jerusha Elva Covell, was born on the farm in Pleasant Township, October 10, 1847.  She received her early education in the schools of Pleasant Township and was a successful school teacher for several terms.  As a young woman she was very active in the sports of her time, being a very good horseback rider.  She was united in marriage at the farm home in Scott Township, December 29, 1872, to Charles Clark of Centreville, Michigan.  To this union was born one daughter Melvene, Now Mrs. Rudolph E. Lee of Long Prairie, Minnesota.  For some time after her marriage to Mr. Clark they lived in Texas, where they had gone in hopes that Mr. Clark might regain his health.  Mr. Charles Clark died at Centreville, Michigan on February 7, 1885 and is buried there.  After the death of Mr. Clark, Mrs. Clark went into business at Lagrange, Indiana where she operated a millinery store for several years.  Her later life was spent with her daughter Melvene in Minneapolis, MN and Long Prairie MN.  She made several visits back to Indiana after moving to Minnesota, to see her relatives and girl hood friends.  These visits were always very much enjoyed by all.  Jerusha Elva Clark died at the home of her daughter Mrs. Rudolph E. Lee, at Long Prairie

· James Lyman Covell, youngest child of Lyman G. and Mariah E. Covell, was born in Scott Township on July 9, 1859 and died on November 6, 1860 at the tender age of 1 year, 3 months and 27 days.

· William Sylvester Covell was born in Pleasant Township on May 16, 1850.  He received his early education in the common schools of Pleasant and Scott Townships.  As a young man he was permitted to attend the Academy at Angola, Indiana, where he took a course in teachers training, after which he was a successful school teacher for several terms.  He was united in marriage to Maria Elizabeth Crawford, also a successful school teacher of Scott Township, on October 10, 1875.  To this union, six children were born.  After the marriage of William S. and Maria E. Covell, thy made their home with William’s father, Lyman G. Covell, and his wife on the old farm in Scott Township.  William S. Covell was a successful farmer and served his township as trustee at least two terms.  He also served as Justice of the Peace and Road Supervisor.  He passed away at the old farm home on March 22, 1909 at the age of 58 years, 10 months and 6 days.  He is buried in Jones Cemetery in Scott Township, in the neighborhood where he spent most of his life.  He was a kind father and a loving husband always proud of his family and always having their interest at heart.  William Sylvester was united in marriage to Maria E. Crawford of Scott Township, on October 10, 1875.  To this union, 6 children were born, as follows;

· Frederick William Covell, was born at the old farm home in Scott Township on August 31, 1877.  He received his early education in the common schools of Scott Township and grew to manhood there.  He was united in marriage to Ida Foster (Aunt Idie) of York Township on March 6, 1897.  Fred and Ida made their home in York Township where they owned 114 acres of land.  They had three children:

· Harry Menloe Covell – a successful physician and surgeon residing in Auburn, Indiana

· Royal Ivor Covell – a successful farmer

· Margie Bell Covell – saleslady in Auburn, Indiana

· Cary Evans Covell – was born at the old farm house in Scott Township on May 30, 1882.  He grew to manhood on the farm there and received his early education in the common schools of that township.  After graduating from the common schools, he attended Tri State College at Angola, Indiana, preparing himself to be a school teacher.  After completing his college training he taught school several terms in Scott Township.  On January 20, 1907, he was united in marriage to Ella A. Deller, also a successful school teacher of Scott Township.  For two or three years after their marriage they resided on a farm in Scott Township.  In 1910 Cary E. Covell was elected County Surveyor of Steuben County.  He served two terms as County Surveyor and has also served several years on the Angola City School Board, being President of the board at the time the new school building was erected in 1931.  He and his family lived in Angola, where he was a successful businessman for over twenty years.  Cary and Ella had three children:

· Lucille, who was a secretary at Tri State College

· Kermit Wendell Covell, who was a doctor of Medicine in Racine, Wisconsin.

· Guy Carl Covell, was born on the old farm in Scott Township on November 23, 1885 and received his education from attending the common schools of that township.  He lived on the old home farm with his mother Maria E. Covell, until her death December 28, 1937.  After the death of his mother he purchased the old home farm from the heirs of William S. and Maria E. Covell, and lived there until his death.  He was a successful farmer and business man and has worked several years as a carpenter and paper hanger.  He never married.

· Plinny Covell, son of William S. and Maria E. Covell, was born in Scott Township, Steuben County, Indiana on April 23, 1884 and died on September 19, 1884 at the tender age of 4 months and 26 days.

· Jesse O. Covell, youngest son of William S. and Maria E. Covell, was born on the old farm in Scott Township on August 9, 1891 and grew to manhood there.  He attended public schools of Scott Township until he graduated in 1907, after which he worked on the farm until 1916 when he was called for military duty on the Mexican border, with the Indiana National Guard, where he served until December 30, 1916 when he was honorably discharged.  In August 1917, his organization was again called into the United States service for during the World War (WW I).  He served as Captain of Infantry and Field Artillery for over 28 months until the period of emergency was declared by the President to be over and was honorably discharged at Camp Dix, New Jersey, October 22, 1919.  He was united in marriage on December 15, 1919 at Warsaw, Indiana, to Margaret Edith Beck of Kosciusko County, Indiana.  They began housekeeping on a farm in Scott Township, Steuben County, the first week in March 1920 and to this union have been born ten children, five boys and five girls, as follows:

· William Gotlieb Covell, born July 15, 1920

· Walter Vilas Covell, born July 22, 1921

· Catherine Maria Covell, born September 8, 1922

· Rosalind Ernestine Covell, born November 16, 1924

· Elsie Melvene Covell, born January 9, 1927

· Margaret Madeline Covell, born July 3, 1928

· Lyman Guy Covell, born February 10, 1930

· Lila Louise Covell, born November 17, 1931

· Robert Jesse Covell, born March 24, 1933

· Alvin Beck Covell, born November 30, 1934

· Elsie Jerusha Covell , the youngest child and only daughter of William S. and Maria E. Covell, was born at the Old Covell homestead in Scott Township on March 29, 1893.  She grew to young woman-hood there and received her early education in the public schools of Scott Township, attending what was then known as the Gifford school.  After graduating from the common school grades, she attended Tri State College at Angola, Indiana, preparing herself to be a teacher.  For over twenty years she was one of Steuben County’s successful school teachers.  Teaching at Scott Center, Metz, Flint, at the Star School and for several years in the Angola City School.  She attended Columbia University in New York City on two different occasions.  On June 18, 1935 she was united in marriage at Auburn, Indiana, with Cass Budnik of Detroit Michigan and they left by automobile the same day for Redlands, California.  Redlands was their home for about one year when they moved to Parkerk Arizona, where they lived a short time and then they moved across the Colorado River to Parker Dam, California where they lived for another year.  They then moved to Tucumcari, New Mexico, where they lived until about April 1939, when they moved to Everett, Pennsylvania where her husband was employed by the Pennsylvania Highway Commission as a civil engineer.

